
Awrt 14, 1y67 

Dr. A. Barry Pusaw 
Department of Cm.rfculum and Teaching 
Teachera College 
Colwnbir lkrivsrsity 
Hew X0x-k. Hew Xork 1002@ 

Dear Dr. Pasaow: 

Hulk you rery lsueh for rending lip the press release of June 18 0x1 the District 
of Columbta school rtudy. The issues of educational policy that are unfolding 
in Washington, d. C. are of co~rae a mtter of intense national interest, even 
to non-professionala, as far *II concern8 education, like myself. 

I wonder if you coutd tell me where X right find a-e clarity on the following 
iSSUe* In the 1962 conference on "Education In Depressed Areas" which you edited, 
on page 43, kenPath B. Clark quotes Hanren, apparently approv1ugly, that "~Incc 
the dsragrsgation of there schools there has been a measurable improvement in the 
average academic echievemen* level of both loegro and white children". I realism 
that there has been a further lapse of time and progrese of sspiratfons, but that 
statement appears to be in direct contradiction to the first rrentence of your 
prem release. fr there objective evidence that the aversgo academic response of 
comparable groups of children $8 better or worse today than it was ten or fifteen 
years ago in Wsshlngton, D. C.? Or is it impomible to control that comparability 
over such an interval of time? Or is it rather that OUT reasonable expectations have 
overreached the facts of mcial progress? 

I realire the pressure and contention that mast rurround your efforta at the present 
time and I would hardly want to increaee your burdens. f would therefore be con- 
tent with the briefest of mswers or simple references to the sources you would 
approve. May I, however, ark you one further queetion of fact: wa6 it possible 
for the main substance of your study report to be available 8s evidence for the 
court'e consideration fn Eobson VI. Hamsea? Since Judge Wright's decieion will 
appamntly be allowed to stand without appeal as a political deCi8iOA of the Dlar- 
trict Board, it would, in ra;y own view, be unfortunate if the widest range of cm- 
getent evidence were not part of the record. 

f woUld not premame to take any of you fnfornml and othemist unpublishud remarks 
as available for a quotation unlcse you indicate otherwise, and in any event nw 
before the 8eptember 30 delivery of the study report. After that date, however, 
I: woUld like to consider putting together a colmn on the subject, and I would 
appreciate it very much if you could keep me inforxed about any statexcnt of your 
own view@ that ccmld be made available to m either for background or for attribution 
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Sincerely yours, 

Joshua Lederberg 
Profassor 0r Genetics 


